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Are each scaffold and scaffold component capable of supporting, without failure, its own 
weight and at least 4 times the maximum intended load applied or transmitted to it? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(1)]

Are direct connections to roofs and floors, and counterweights used to balance adjustable 
suspension scaffolds, capable of resisting at least 4 times the tipping moment imposed by the 
scaffold operating at the rated load of the hoist, or 1.5 (minimum) times the tipping moment 
imposed by the scaffold operating at the stall load of the hoist, whichever is greater? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(2)]

Are each suspension rope, including connecting hardware, used on non-adjustable suspension 
scaffolds capable of supporting, without failure, at least 6 times the maximum intended load 
applied or transmitted to that rope? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(3)]

Is each suspension rope, including connecting hardware, used on adjustable suspension 
scaffolds capable of supporting, without failure, at least 6 times the maximum intended load 
applied or transmitted to that rope with the scaffold operating at either the rated load of the 
hoist, or 2 (minimum) times the stall load of the hoist, whichever is greater? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(4)]

Is the stall load of any scaffold hoist not exceeding 3 times its rated load?
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(5)]

Are the scaffolds designed by a qualified person and constructed and loaded in accordance 
with that design? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(a)(6)]

Are all working levels on scaffolds fully planked or decked between the front uprights and the 
guardrail supports? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(1)] 

Are scaffold platform spaces 1inch or less between adjacent units and the uprights? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(1)(i)] 

Note: Spaces up to 9 1/2 inches wide are permitted around uprights. If platforms are used only 
as walkways or during erecting or dismantling, the employer may establish the space between 
planking as necessary to provide safe working conditions. 

Are all scaffold platforms at least 18 inches wide? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(2)] 

Note: Scaffold platforms less than 18 inches wide are permitted if wider platforms are not 
possible. However, students and employees who use these platforms must be protected by 
guardrails or personal fall arrest systems. 

Scaffolding Safety, OSHA Guidelines 29 CFR 1926.451 
Part 1
This is Part 1 of Scaffolding Checklists and covers Construction and Criteria for Supported Scaffolds. It 
can be combined with Part 2 and Part 3 for Scaffolding.
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Is the distance between the front edge of the scaffold platform and the face of the work 14 
inches or less, unless guardrail systems are put along the front edge, or personal fall arrest 
systems are used? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(3)] 

Note: Exceptions are permitted under special situations. 

The maximum distance from the face for plastering and lathing operations is 18 inches. Does 
the end of each scaffold platform extend over the centerline of its support at least 6 inches 
unless cleated or otherwise restrained by hooks or equivalent means? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(4)] 

If the scaffold platform is 10 feet or less in length, does the end of the scaffold platform extend 
12 inches or less over its support? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(5)(i)] 

Note: The end of the scaffold platform may extend more than 12 inches over its support if the 
platform is designed and installed so that the cantilevered portion of the platform can support 
workers or materials without tipping, or a guardrail blocks worker access to the cantilevered 
end. 

On scaffolds where planks are abutted to form a long platform, does each plank end rest on a 
separate support surface? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(6)] 

Note: Common support members, such as "T" sections, may be used to support abutting 
planks. Hook-on platforms designed to rest on common supports may also be used. 

Are at all points of a scaffold where the platform changes direction, such as turning a corner, 
any platform that rests on a bearer at an angle other than a right angle laid first, and platforms 
which rest at right angles over the same bearer laid second, on top of the first platform? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(8)]

Is it prohibited to cover wood platforms on scaffolds with opaque finishes? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(9)] 

Note: Platform edges may be covered or marked for identification. Wood platforms may be 
coated periodically with wood preservatives, fire-retardant finishes, and slip-resistant finishes; 
however, the coating may not obscure the top or bottom wood surfaces. 

Do scaffold components from different manufacturers fit together without force and maintain 
the scaffold's structural integrity?
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(10)]

Are scaffold components from different manufacturers modified ONLY if a competent person 
determines that the scaffold made of the 'mixed' parts is structurally sound? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(10)] 

Are scaffold components made of dissimilar metals used together ONLY if a competent person 
has determined that galvanic action will not reduce the strength of any component to an 
unacceptable level? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(b)(11)
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Are supported scaffolds with a height to base width (including outrigger supports, if used) ratio 
of more than four to one (4:1) restrained from tipping by guying, tying, bracing, or equivalent 
means? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(1)]

Are guys, ties, and braces installed at locations where horizontal members support both inner 
and outer legs? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(1)(i)]

Are guys, ties, and braces installed according to the scaffold manufacturer's recommendations 
or at the closest horizontal member to the 4:1 height and be repeated vertically at locations of 
horizontal members every 20 feet (6.1 m) or less thereafter for scaffolds 3 feet (0.91 m) wide 
or less, and every 26 feet (7.9 m) or less thereafter for scaffolds greater than 3 feet (0.91 m) 
wide? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(1)(ii)]

Are the top guy, tie or brace of completed scaffolds placed no further than the 4:1 height from 
the top? Such guys, ties and braces shall be installed at each end of the scaffold and at 
horizontal intervals not to exceed 30 feet (9.1 m) (measured from one end [not both] towards 
the other). 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(1)(ii)]

Are ties, guys, braces, or outriggers used to prevent the tipping of supported scaffolds in all 
circumstances where an eccentric load, such as a cantilevered work platform, is applied or is 
transmitted to the scaffold? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(1)(iii)]

Are supported scaffold poles, legs, posts, frames, and uprights bear on base plates and mud 
sills or other adequate firm foundation? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)]

Are footings level, sound, rigid, and capable of supporting the loaded scaffold without settling 
or displacement? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)(i)]

Are unstable objects not be used to support scaffolds or platform units? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)(ii)]

Are unstable objects not being used as working platforms? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)(iii)]

Are front-end loaders and similar pieces of equipment not be used to support scaffold 
platforms unless they have been specifically designed by the manufacturer for such use? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)(iv)]

Are fork-lifts not be used to support scaffold platforms unless the entire platform is attached to 
the fork and the fork-lift is not moved horizontally while the platform is occupied? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(2)(v)]

Are supported scaffold poles, legs, posts, frames, and uprights plumbed and braced to prevent 
swaying and displacement? 
[29 CFR 1926.451(c)(3)]

Criteria for Supported Scaffolds
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ComplianceQuest is an award winning, 100% cloud based Next Generation AI-Powered Enterprise Clinical, Quality, Health and 
Safety Management Solution (QHSE) natively built and run on the Salesforce platform. Our unified and connected
solutions help companies of all sizes deliver quality products and services in the safest, most sustainable way by mitigating risk,
problems, and inefficiencies while protecting customers, patients, employees, suppliers and brand.

For more information, or to request a demo with a ComplianceQuest expert, contact ComplianceQuest today.
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DISCLAIMER:  This document neither creates nor confers any rights towards any person or organization and does not enforce to abide by the content. It is only intended to 
support organization(s) or individual(s) referring to this document to understand the basics of scaffolding in workplace safety as recommended by Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) under the construction standards 29 CFR 1926.451 to 29 CFR 1926.454. The simple usage does not automatically imply the fulfillment of any 
regulation. Please refer to the applicable guidance for complete detail at https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926/1926.451 .

According to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), scaffold-related 
accidents result in roughly 60 deaths and 4,500 injuries every year. Falls from 
scaffolds account for roughly 25% of fatal falls from all working surfaces.

Employers must ensure that workers have the appropriate training and safety 
equipment available to them. We hope these checklists from CQ Safety experts will 
be useful in your journey towards safety excellence.  

Contact us to digitize these checklists directly into the CQ inspection module for 
easy input via your smartphone and tablet. 

REQUEST A DEMO OF OUR EHS SOLUTION SUITE

https://www.compliancequest.com/?utm_source=cnt&utm_medium=Scaffolding-OSHA-Guidelines-29-CFR-1926-451-to-29-CFR-1926-454-Part-1&utm_campaign=alltime_cnt&utm_term=EHS
https://www.compliancequest.com/?utm_source=cnt&utm_medium=Scaffolding-OSHA-Guidelines-29-CFR-1926-451-to-29-CFR-1926-454-Part-1&utm_campaign=alltime_cnt&utm_term=EHS
https://www.compliancequest.com/online-demo/?utm_source=cnt&utm_medium=Scaffolding-OSHA-Guidelines-29-CFR-1926-451-to-29-CFR-1926-454-Part-1&utm_campaign=alltime_cnt&utm_term=EHS
https://www.compliancequest.com/contact-us/?utm_source=cnt&utm_medium=Scaffolding-OSHA-Guidelines-29-CFR-1926-451-to-29-CFR-1926-454-Part-1&utm_campaign=alltime_cnt&utm_term=EHS
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/scaffolding/construction.html

	Check Box1: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	2: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	3: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	4: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	5: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	6: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	7: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	8: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off


	Check Box2: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	2: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	3: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	4: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	5: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	6: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	7: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	8: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off


	Check Box3: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	2: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	3: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	4: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	5: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	6: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	7: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	8: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	9: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	10: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	11: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off




